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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 


1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 7 recites the limitation "the second media object" in line 2 of claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 


4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cox 
et al, US Patent 5,915,027, in view of Dittmann et al. Combine video and audio 
watermarking: Embedding content information in multimedia data. 
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As per claim 1 , Cox et al discloses method of protecting a multimedia 
object (abstract), comprising the steps of: providing a watermark (fig 2, col 5 In 
10-34); splitting the watermark into a first part and a second part (watermark 
segmenter, col 5 In 15-23); and outputting a watermark multimedia object 
(watermarked data, col 5 In 28-34). 

Cox et al further discloses inserting the parts of the watermark into first 
and second parts of the data (inserted into data blocks, col 5 In 10-34). Cox et al 
does not explicitly teach inserting the first part of the watermark into the first 
media component and inserting the second part of the watermark into a second 
media component. Dittmann et al discloses inserting watermarks into a first 
media component and a second media component (page 455 paragraph 1 - 
page 456 paragraph 2 and page 461 paragraph 1 - 462 paragraph 3). Both Cox 
et al and Dittmann disclose a method of copy prevention of digital data with the 
use of watermarks. Data blocks can consist of any type of digital data, including 
components of multimedia objects. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to combine the 
teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et al because it would have 
strengthened copy prevention by spreading the watermark over different 
components of multimedia data. 

As per claims 2, 9, and 1 1 , Cox et al further discloses receiving the 
watermarked multimedia object (fig 4; col 5 In 65-col 6 In 14); extracting a first 
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and second watermark part (sub watermark, col 6 In 2-7) combining the first 
extracted watermark part with the second extracted watermark part (col 6 In 6- 
23); and comparing the combined first and second extracted watermark parts 
with the provided watermark to verify an ownership (col 3 In 28-35). 

Cox et al teaches extracting watermark parts from digital data parts (sub 
regions, col 5 In 65 - col 6 In 6). Cox et al does not explicitly teach the extracting 
of a first watermark part from a first media component of the watermarked 
multimedia object and a second watermark part from a second media component 
of the watermarked multimedia object. Dittmann et al discloses extracting 
watermarks from audio and video components of multimedia data (page 455 
paragraph 1 - page 456 paragraph 2). Both Cox et al and Dittmann disclose a 
method of copy prevention of digital data with the use of watermarks. Data 
blocks can consist of any type of digital data, including components of multimedia 
objects. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the applicant's invention to combine the teachings of Dittmann et al within the 
system of Cox et al because it would have increased copy prevention by 
spreading the watermark over different components of multimedia data. 

As per claims 3, 8, and 12, Cox et al discloses embedding a watermark 
into digital data (abstract). Cox et al does not explicitly teach the watermark 
being a signature watermark. Dittmann et al discloses a signature watermark 
(content-fragile watermark, page 459 paragraph 1 and page 461 paragraphs 5-6) 
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including obtaining a signature of the nnultimedia object (content features, page 
461 paragraph 5), and generating the signature watermark as a function of the 
signature (fig 6; binary operations, page 461 paragraph 5-6). Both Cox et al and 
Dittmann et al disclose a method of protecting digital data through the use of 
watermarking. A watermark consists of digital data that is used for embedding 
into data. The watermark can be generated by a variety of means well known in 
the art. Dittmann et al discloses the signature watermarks for integrity 
verification (page 459 paragraph 1). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to combine the 
teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et al because it would have 
increased integrity of the digital data. 

As per claims 4 and 10, Cox et al further discloses al further discloses 
receiving the watermarked multimedia object (fig 4; col 5 In 65-col 6 In 14); 
extracting a first and second watermark part (sub watermark, col 6 In 2-7) 
combining the first extracted watermark part with the second extracted 
watermark part (col 6 In 6-23); generating a combination watermark by combining 
the first extracted watermark part with the second extracted watermark part (col 3 
In 28-35 and col 5 In 65 - col 6 In 14). 

Cox et al teaches extracting watermark parts from digital data parts (sub 
regions, col 5 In 65 - col 6 In 6). Cox et al does not explicitly teach the extracting 
of a first watermark part from a first media component of the watermarked 
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multimedia object and a second watermark part from a second media component 
of the watermarked multimedia object. Dittmann et al discloses extracting 
watermarks from audio and video components of multimedia data (page 455 
paragraph 1 - page 456 paragraph 2 and (page 461 paragraph 1 - 462 
paragraph 3). Both Cox et al and Dittmann disclose a method of copy prevention 
of digital data with the use of watermarks. Data blocks can consist of any type of 
digital data, including components of multimedia objects. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
combine the teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et al because it 
would have increased copy prevention by spreading the watermark over different 
components of multimedia data. 

Cox et al further discloses comparing the combined first and second 
extracted watermark parts with the provided watermark to verify an ownership 
(col 3 In 28-35). Cox et al does not explicitly teach comparison of the 
combination watermark with a signature watermark to authenticate the 
multimedia object. Dittmann et al discloses a signature waternnark (content- 
fragile watermark, page 459 paragraph 1 and page 461 paragraphs 5-6) 
including generating the signature watermark as a function of the signature of 
digital data (fig 6; binary operations, page 461 paragraph 5-6). Both Cox et al 
and Dittmann et al disclose a method of protecting digital data through the use of 
watermarking. A watermark consists of digital data that is used for embedding 
into data. The watermark can be generated by a variety of means well known in 
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the art. Furthermore, generating the signature watermark that is a function of a 
signature extracted from the watermarked multimedia object is inherent to the 
integrity verification (page 459 paragraph 1 ) of Dittmann et al. A signature 
watermark that is a function of a signature extracted from the watermarked 
multimedia object must be generated in order to be compared with the watermark 
that is extracted from the digital data. Dittmann et al discloses the signature 
watermarks for integrity verification (page 459 paragraph 1). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to 
combine the teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et al because it 
would have increased integrity of the digital data. 

As per claim 5, Cox et al discloses a protection of digital data through the 
use of a watermark (abstract) comprising a mechanism for splitting a watermark 
into a first and a second part (segmenter, col 5 In 10-34); and a mechanism for 
inserting the first part of the watermark into a first data block and inserting the 
second part into the second data block (col 5 In 10-34). 

Cox et al further discloses inserting the parts of the watermark into first 
and second parts of the data (inserted into data blocks, col 5 In 10-34). Cox et al 
does not explicitly teach inserting the first part of the watermark into the first 
media component and inserting the second part of the watermark into a second 
media component. Dittmann et al discloses inserting watermarks into a first 
media component and a second media component (page 455 paragraph 1 - 
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page 456 paragraph 2 and page 461 paragraph 1 - 462 paragraph 3). Both Cox 
et al and Dittmann disclose a method of copy prevention of digital data with the 
use of watermarks. Data blocks can consist of any type of digital data, including 
components of multimedia objects. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to combine the 
teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et al because it would have 
strengthened copy prevention by spreading the watermark over different 
components of multimedia data. 

As per claim 6, Cox et al discloses outputting a watermarked object 
(watermarked data, col 5 In 28-34), the first data block having the first part of the 
watermark, and the second data block having the second part of the watermark 
(col 5 In 10-34). 

Cox et al further discloses inserting the parts of the watermark into first 
and second parts of the data (inserted into data blocks, col 5 In 10-34). Cox et al 
does not explicitly teach inserting the first part of the watermark into.the first 
media component and inserting the second part of the watermark into a second 
media component. Dittmann et al discloses inserting watermarks into a first 
media component and a second media component (page 455 paragraph 1 - 
page 456 paragraph 2 and page 461 paragraph 1 - 462 paragraph 3). Both Cox 
et al and Dittmann disclose a method of copy prevention of digital data with the 
use of watermarks. Data blocks can consist of any type of digital data, including 
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components of multimedia objects. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to combine the 
teachings of Dittmann et a! within the system of Cox et a! because it would have 
strengthened copy prevention by spreading the watermark over different 
components of multimedia data. 

As per claims 7 and 13, Cox et al discloses embedding a watermark into 
digital data. Cox et al does not explicitly teach a first media component being an 
audio component and a second media component being a video component. 
Dittmann et al discloses inserting watermarks audio and video components of 
multimedia data (page 455 paragraph 1 - page 456 paragraph 2), the first 
component being audio data and the second component being video data (figs 6 
and 7; page 461 paragraph 5 - page 462 paragraph 2 and page 461 paragraph 1 
- 462 paragraph 3). Both Cox et al and Dittmann disclose a method of copy 
prevention of digital data with the use of watermarks. Data blocks can consist of 
any type of digital data, including components of multimedia objects. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to combine the teachings of Dittmann et al within the system of Cox et 
al because it would have strengthened copy prevention by spreading the 
watermark over different components of multimedia data. 
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6. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cox et 
al, US Patent 5,915,027, in view of Dittmann et al. Combine video and audio 
watermarking: Embedding content information in multimedia data as applied to claim 
13 above, and further in view of Uz, US Patent 6,351 ,538. 

As per claim 14, the combination of Cox et al and Dittmann et al disclose a 
watermarked multimedia object comprising of audio and video components as 
described above. The combination of Cox et al and Dittmann et al does not 
teach the watermarked multimedia object having a third media component, and 
wherein the third media component is a closed caption component. Uz discloses 
a multimedia object having a third media component (component signals, col 3 In 
16-24), wherein the third media component is a closed caption component (col 3 
In 16-24). Both Uz and the combination Cox et al and Dittmann disclose 
methods of protecting multimedia data. Closed captioning is well known in the 
art to provide text for the hearing impaired in multimedia data. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's 
invention to add the closed captioning component disclosed by Uz within the 
combination of Cox et al and Dittmann et al because it would have increased 
functionality by providing extra multimedia services to the hearing impaired. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen S. Wu whose telephone number is 703-305-0708. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Allen Wu 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 35 

ASW 



